" 1 don't think it's right yet."
There was a veiy faint rustle of Interest.
"Would you be happy to see it accepted in its present
form?" said Holland mercilessly. " On these figures?"
1 could feel Wiring's angry eyes on me. My throat was
very dry.
I said, " No.  I shouldn't."
Holland sat back in his chair. " Thank you," he said
quietly. "That's all 1 wanted to know."
Easton said, " You agree, in fact, with the view of our sub-
committee?"
"I don't know how your sub-committee arrived at Its view,"
I said. " My opinion is simply based on the figures."
"I think it's rather important that that should be realised,
Mr. Chairman," said Waring. "Mr. Rice is a technician and
what he has given is purely a technician's view."
"Quite," said Gladwin, mopping his forehead very hard
indeed. "The position's quite understood/'
I looked round the table.  It was understood all right.
Gladwin shut the meeting down as soon as he decently
could and said something vague about reporting to the
Minister.
As soon as we were outside afterwards I said, "I'm sorry,
sir/*
**Oh? that's ail right," said Mair cheerfully. "I thought it
was quite a good meeting. Made Easton and his sub-committee
look pretty silly anyhow."
"Well, it didn't leave us looking very clever ourselves, did
it?" said Waring bitterly.
"Why not?" said Mair in surprise. It was clear that he
hadn't noticed anything wrong.
" Well, Christ. ..!" said Waring irritably. " If you're going
to say one thing and Rice is going to say the exact oppo-
site . , /'
I said, "Well, what the hell was I to do? I warned you
beforehand that we were on dangerous ground."
n You could have stalled," said Waring savagely. " As it is,
you've given old Holland and that other red-tabbed stooge
exactly what they wanted."
" I simply told the truth. I'm a physicist, not a salesman."
" Oh, yot/re all right/' said Waring bitterly. " You came out
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